The NGO Committee on the Family New York invites you to attend

HELPING CHILDREN & FAMILIES THRIVE
IN ALL CIRCUMSTANCES
In honor of the October 1989 adoption of the Convention on the Rights of the Child
Thursday, October 22nd, 2020, 1 – 2PM EDT (New York Time)
This meeting will be held virtually; please RSVP by 6pm EDT October 21st to attend.
Please join us for presentations by

RIMA SALAH
Chair, Early Childhood Peace Consortium;
Assistant Secretary General, United Nations (retired)

and

NUNO CRISOSTOMO
Emergency Specialist, UNICEF (retired)
Concept Note
In 1989, Member States adopted the Convention on the Rights of the Child, a landmark treaty intended to ensure the
protection and wellbeing of children around the world. In the intervening time, nearly every country has ratified the treaty,
signaling commitment to its core principles of the best interest of the child, non-discrimination, right to life, survival, and
development, and the right of the child to be heard. The Convention also notes that “the family, as the fundamental group of
society and the natural environment for the growth and well-being of all its members and particularly children, should be
afforded the necessary protection and assistance so that it can fully assume its responsibilities within the community.”
Since the Convention’s adoption, children’s welfare has improved greatly. Child poverty and mortality before age five have
halved since then, and school attendance has risen. Countries have directed more attention, resources, and legislation to
reducing child vulnerability and respecting the rights of children. Yet challenges remain. Poverty, natural disasters, conflict,
family separation, and now a global pandemic affect children’s wellbeing. Times of crisis place stress on families and put
children at risk. How can we ensure that children, even those in vulnerable situations, thrive?
This month, we are pleased to host two expert speakers who will address children’s vulnerability and ways to ensure that
children and their families are supported to thrive in all circumstances and despite challenges. Ms. Rima Salah has extensive
experience in the protection of children and peace and conflict resolution, through several leadership roles in United Nations
entities, including serving as served as Deputy Special Representative of the Secretary General in the Peacekeeping Mission
in Central African Republic and Chad (MINURCAT), Deputy Executive Director of the United Nations Children’s Fund
(UNICEF), and as a member of the UN High-Level Independent Panel on Peace Operations. Mr. Nuno Crisostomo has
worked for child welfare with various non-governmental organizations, with the Portuguese government, and, from 2001,
with UNICEF, most recently as an Emergency Specialist in the Democratic Republic of Congo. We hope you will join us as
we learn from these two distinguished experts on this important topic.

Please RSVP to attend at https://forms.gle/KajCCPdPak3XtWms7.
Meeting information will be sent out after the RSVP deadline to all registered attendees.

